TRANQUILLITY
IN ABUNDANCE

HE Lalit Kala Akademi
I recently held an exhibition
of Russian artistes who
had come to India attracted by
its scenic beauty, ancient art,
mountains and rivers and the in-
credible energy of life reflected
in the sunlit crowded markets
and lofty temples. Fiftynine
artistes presented their impress-
ions in medium as divergent as
oil and pastel.

Vladimir Anisimov, as part of
the ““4th Himalayan Expedition
of Russian Artists”, travelled
throughout the country to learn
the ancient art of “batik’. His
works betray deep influences of
Indian, Mexican and Indonesian
artists; an inspiration which has
been quite deftly adapted to suit
his medium and temperament.

His output is as varied as it is
prolific. From batik to etching to
topestry to water colour to oil to
textile to mterior designing, Ani-
simov has tried his hands re-
markably. His “Boats on Ganga
River” is worth a special note.
So 1s his tapestry work. It is
handwoven and evolved from
vegetable dyes. “I have been
visiting India for the last 15 years
and this is one of my greatest
inspiration,” he said.

His favourite painting subjects
in India are Himalayas, Kullu,
Mahabalipuram and Old Delhi’s
Chandni Chowk.

Vitali Popov’s curicsity about
Roerich’s inspirations hidden in

the lofty mountain tops of
Himachal and Ladakh drew him
to India. He was not dis-
appointed.

The exhibition s main attrac-
tions were, however, the
etchings. Stainslav  Wibireyev
has brought a sense of tranquilli-
ty to his etchings. His works
move around pastoral land-
scapes, flora and fauna and calm
skies. In the work titled **Brinda-
van”, tranquillity is in abund-
ance, reflected in the silent buf-
falo swimming in the river, birds
sitting near grand old trees.
Wibireyev’s works are the result

of Russian painters and last pain-

stakingly minute represcntation
of nature.

Sergie Smirnov’s etchings. are
of a different kind; abstract but
without™ losing the realistic
touch. The technique is um-
promiptu but leaves nothing to
imagination. Rustam Yaushev's
WOTKs gives a pleasant twist (o
the traditional art by adding col-
our in oil and gouche. He is
adept both in black and white
renderings and in  works
awashed 1n brilliant colours.

Some other works which
caught the eye were the land-
scape painted by Sergey Kar-
bushev and Ludmila Tre-
gubenbo’s peoplescape.
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